


































































































Writing Test 
BOOKLET 

DIRECTIONS 
This is a test of your writing skills.  You will have forty (40) minutes to read the prompt, plan 
your response, and write an essay in English.  Before you begin working, read all material in 
this test booklet carefully to understand exactly what you are being asked to do. 

You will write your essay on the lined pages in the answer document provided.  Your writing 
on those pages will be scored.  You may use the unlined pages in this test booklet to plan your 
essay.  Your work on these pages will not be scored. 

Your essay will be evaluated based on the evidence it provides of your ability to: 

• analyze and evaluate multiple perspectives on a complex issue 
• state and develop your own perspective on the issue 
• explain and support your ideas with logical reasoning and detailed examples 
• clearly and logically organize your ideas in an essay 
• effectively communicate your ideas in standard written English 

Lay your pencil down immediately when time is called. 

DO NOT OPEN THIS BOOKLET UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO. 
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College Athletics 
In the United States, one of the highlights of college life for prospective coeds is the importance of 
university athletics, both for athletes and spectators. Hundreds, if not thousands, of college sporting 
events are televised each year, into which sponsors pour money. Successful coaches are frequently 
some of the highest paid individuals on campus, even more highly paid than academic staff in many 
cases. Students are often given scholarships to universities based on their athletic prowess rather than 
their academic prowess, and are often given extra support and preferential treatment due to their role 
in the athletics department. College athletic departments are highly valued and therefore cost lots of 
money, driving up tuition. Should sports be this highly valued by college administrations? 
 
Read and carefully consider these perspectives. Each suggests a particular way of thinking 
about the value placed on athletics at the university level.  

Perspective One Perspective Two Perspective Three 

Athletics are crucial to the 
survival of colleges. They 
bring in huge amounts of 
revenue for the university, 
as well as draw in new 
students and create a spirit 
of unity among students 
and alumni alike. 

The United States is the 
only country that places 
such a large emphasis on 
university sports. The 
purpose of universities in 
other countries is to 
educate and produce 
advanced intellectuals, not 
subpar graduates who 
were given special 
treatment because of their 
athletic abilities.  

While college athletics are 
important to many, they 
should not be glorified 
more than the academic 
aspect of university. 
College athletes should be 
held to the same rigorous 
standards as other 
students, and coaches 
should not be making 
more than professors. 

Essay Task 
 
Write a unified, coherent essay in which you evaluate multiple perspectives on the 
influence of information and communication technology in our lives. In your essay, 
be sure to: 
 

• analyze and evaluate the perspectives given 
• state and develop your own perspective on the issue 
• explain the relationship between your perspective and those given 

 
Your perspective may be in full agreement with any of the others, in partial 
agreement, or wholly different. Whatever the case, support your ideas with logical 
reasoning and detailed, persuasive examples. 
 


